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SUBJECT: THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN 
MIGRATION (ICEM ) AND SPAIN 

1 . ICEM DIRECTOR JOHN THOMAS WILL BE VISITING MADRID MAY 
23-26 TO DISCUSS REFUGEE AND LATIN AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR 
SELECTED EUROPEAN MIGRANTS WITH SENIOR SPANISH OFFICIALS. 

HE WILL ALSO BE CONCERNED WITH ONGOING PROGRAM FOR THE 
RESETTLEMENT OF CUBAN REFUGEES FROM SPAIN TO THE UNTTED 
STATES, A PROGRAM WHICH SPAIN VERY MUCH SUPPORTS. 

2. THOMAS HAS EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT 
SPAINISH SUPPORT FOR ICEM ACTIVITIES IS WANING AND THAT GOS 
OFFICIALS HAVE BECOME SOMEWHAT CRITICAL OF ENERGY AND 
RESOURCES DEVOTED TO REFUGEE ACTIVITIES AS DISTINCT FROM 
LATIN AMERICAN PROGRAM WHICH CLOSER TO SPANISH INTERESTS. 
ICEM HAS OF COURSE OVER PAST YEARS BEEN OF GREAT ASSISTANCE 
TO USG AND TO FRANCE IN MOVING LARGE NUMBER OF INDOCHINESE 
REFUGEES FROM SOUTHEAST ASIA, AND HAS BEEN FULLY REIMBURSED 
FOR ITS EFFORTS. IN FACT, ICEM 1975 BUDGET WAS GREATLY 
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THAT ICEM'S PARTICIPATION IN THIS SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR THE 
U.S. AND OTHERS DETRACTED FROM ITS REGULAR ACTIVITIES ON 

BEHALF OF SPAIN OR OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES. 

3. IF AN APPROPRIATE OCCASION ARISES, EMBASSY SHOULD 
INFORM GOS OF OUR INTEREST IN THOMAS VISIT AND OF OUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR ICEM AND ITS PROGRAMS. USG IS 
CONVINCED THAT REFUGEE ACTIVITIES ARE IMPORTANT PART OF 
ICEM'S MISSION. AT THE SAME TIME USG RECOGNIZES THAT ICEM 
HAS A BASIC MISSION TO PERFORM ON BEHALF OF ALL MEMBER 
GOVERNMENTS. ROBINSON 
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